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Language focus: passives
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6.2Listen  to the   description of Alexander Bell’s invention and  complete the sentences in the box.
	1
	This instrument.
	... be considered the

	
	most important in
	the history of

	
	communication.
	

	2
	New technology
	.... developed.

	3
	Before satellites existed, connections


	
	made by cables.
	

	4
	The first long-distance connection
set

	
	up in   884.
	

	5
	This instrument.
	. . . thought of by

	
	Alexander Bell.
	

	6
	They
used
	in private homes and

	
	public places.
	



6.4.
Write sentences about the inventions and discoveries in exercise A. Use these cues.
1 the telephone / invent
2 the electric lightbulb / invent

3 a steam engine / design
4 silicon chips / produce
5 radium / discover
6 a petrol-driven car / build
7 the first article on nuclear fission / publish
Example: The telephone was invented by Alexander Bell in 1876.
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6.3Match the sentences in exercise 6.1 with these tenses.
· present simple passive (is/are done)
· past simple passive (was/were done)
· present perfect passive (have/has been done)
· passive with modal verb (can/could/might/
must be done)
Why do sentences 3 and 5 contain expressions with by. Why don't the others?

Pronunciation: sentence stress 
6.5.Listen to five sentences and say how many words are in each sentence. Dates count as one word.
Example: 1 The first television programme was made by the BBC in 1936. = 11
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Did you know?
The modern toilet (the water closet) was invented by. Harrngton in 1589.



6.6.Listen again to the sentences in exercise 6.5. Are the words was and were usually stressed or unstressed? Practise saying the sentences quickly to your partner.
