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FAMOUS BRITISH
                           AND AMERICAN SCIENTISTS 

 4.8.Read the text about Michael Faraday and find out in what branches of science he made a name for himself. Use a dictionary when necessary.
Cultural Note:
The Royal Institution — a British institution
which encourages science.
The Royal Society — Britain's oldest scientific
society, whose members (fellows) are elected
because of the high standard of their work in
their particular fields.
Sir Humphry Davy (1778-1829) British
chemist, in 1802 became professor at the
Royal Institution, London.

Cultural Note:
Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727) — natural
philosopher and mathematician who laid the
foundation of physics as a modern discipline. In
1672 Newton was elected Fellow of the Royal
Society.
Sir Joseph Banks (1743-1820) — naturalist
and explorer, introduced new plants into various
parts of the world, and was President of the
Royal Society.
Michael Faraday — English Physicist and Chemist
[image: image1.jpg]



The great British scientist Michael Faraday was born at Newington, now in south London. He was one of the ten children of a blacksmith. It is a rare labouring family with ten children that is affluent1, so there was no question of an education for young Faraday and he was apprenticed to a bookbinder2.
This, as it happened, was a stroke of luck3, for he was exposed to books. Officially he was concerned only with the outside, but he could not help opening the pages as well. 
(1)

In 1812 a customer gave Faraday tickets to attend the lectures of Sir Humphry Davy at the Royal Institution. Young Faraday took careful notes which he further elaborated4 with coloured diagrams ['daisgrsemz] and these he sent to Sir Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Society, in the hope of getting a job that would bring him into closer contact with science.

(2)
affluent ['seflusnt] — роскошный, богатый
bookbinder [(buk,bamd3] — переплетчик
stroke of luck — удача
to elaborate [I'laebsreit] — тщательно
разрабатывать


             

 Davy was enormously impressed, as much by the flattery implicit5 in the gesture as by the clear ability of the youngster. He did not oblige Faraday at once but when an opening as his assistant occurred, he offered the young man the job. Faraday took it in 1813, at the age of twenty-two — at a salary6 that was smaller than the one he had been earning as a book-binder. Almost at once Davy left for his grand tour of Europe and took Faraday with him as secretary and valet7. Faraday became director of the laboratory in 1825, and in 1833 the one-time bookbinder's apprentice became professor of chemistry at the Royal Institution.
Faraday's work in chemistry was quite important. In 1825 he discovered benzene [ben'zun]. This discovery was his greatest single contribution to organic chemistry. He made a special study of the gas chlorine; succeeded in changing several gases into liquids; invented new kinds of glass for optical instruments such as microscopes; and made the first stainless steel in Europe.          (3)                                                   The Danish scientist Hans С. Oersted
5    implicit [im'plisit] — подразумеваемый, не
выраженный прямо, имплицитный f    salary [sas'bn] — жалованье 1    valet fvselitl — слуга, камердинер
