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1.15.Read the passage Science and scientists and find out what in the author’s opinion the object of scientific work is. Use a dictionary when necessary.

Science and Scientists

The man in the street has a very faint idea of the meaning of the word science. It includes, he feels, such pursuits as astronomy, chemistry and biology. He is not so sure whether engineering or medicine is science, and he is quite sure that politics, history, art, religion, and the like are not. The scientist is more interested in doing scientific work than in defining it. He sometimes says that a peace of work or a book is “unscientific” and he usually means by the phrase that it is inexact; that it is badly arranged; that it jumps to conclusions without evidence, or that the author has allowed his personal prejudices to influence his report. By scientific work, then, we mean that which is as exact as is possible, orderly in arrangement, and based on sound and sufficient evidence.

Moreover, it must have no object except to find out the truth. 

[image: image1.wmf]Perhaps science is more clearly defined by saying that it is firstly a vast collection of facts expressed in exact and unambiguous language in such a manner that any one who cares to take the trouble can test their truth; and secondly a collection of rules or laws which express the connection between these facts. This does not sound very interesting, but it is extremely important. As long as men hunted for knowledge in a random sort of way and believed each other’s assertions without testing them, knowledge made negligible progress. Once they  began to make sure that their facts were right by doing experiments for themselves, science began to grow.

(From “The world of science”)  

1.16.  Write down:

1. A list of subjects coming under the heading of sciences.

2. The characteristics of scientific work.

3. The list of subjects not coming under the heading of science.

4. The features of work that may be called “unscientific”.

5. The two main characteristics of science.

1.17. Read these lines and comment them:

                                           Science is organized knowledge.

Scientific work must have no object expect to find out the truth.

                   True science teaches above all to doubt and to be ignorant.







